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1846 over Horizontal 6 Liberty Seated Half Dollar (very close up) 
Seated Half Society has 37 Members 


In This Issue: 


SHS President’s Letter 

¢ Top 25 CACGrading LSHD Varieties List (re-print) 
- Feature Variety -1846 over Horizontal 6 

- Special Announcement on page 8 

- Feature Article— 1846-0 Tall Date, Die Varieties 


SHS President’s Letter 


Dennis Fortier, SHS President 


Welcome to another issue of Half Crazy. I continue to receive requests from non- 
SHS members to be included in the receipt of this publication (one of whom just became 
a member). It is a very gratifying feeling to know our association is garnering such in- 
terest beyond our members. You may ask why are Liberty Seated Half Dollars so popu- 
lar? 

I believe they always were the most popular Liberty Seated series. The Liberty 
Seated Half Dollar is the second largest coin after the very pricy dollars. Large coins are 
more popular with collectors in general than the smaller coins; its just the way it is. The 
half dollar series is more price friendly compared to the dollars. Added to that you have 
the Wiley-Bugert guide book from the 90’s, and the marvelous Register series currently 
being written by Bill Bugert. An additional consideration that cannot be over empha- 
sized is the LSCC Regional program bringing a heightened awareness to Liberty Seated 
coinage in general all over this great country. Prices for Liberty Seated Half dollars are 
in uncharted territory. Coins I once paid $150 to $250 are now $500 to $800. 


In this issue we take a deeper dive into the 1846-0 Tall Date and discuss our fea- 
ture coin the 1846 6 over Horizontal 6. I chose to re-print the Top 25 Die Varieties sub- 
mitted to CACG for those who may have missed it in the last issue. 


Be on the lookout for the July issue of the Gobrecht Journal, there is some interest- 
ing news coming out about Seated Halves in that issue. I was privileged to learn of it in 
Baltimore. If you are receiving this and are not an LSCC member now is a good time to 
join. 

Regards 

Dennis Fortier 

SHS President 


* KK KK 


Again, if you believe you qualify for membership, please contact Verne Pitman or myself to 
schedule an audit of your collection. All LSCC members who qualify are welcome. We hope you will 
join our association and become a member of the Seated Half Society. 


Dennis Fortier, SHS President Verne Pitman SHS Vice-President 


ticajun@msn.com vwpitman@gmail.com 


Also, see the club By-laws and Audit information, on the club webpage 
http://Isccweb.org/SHS-homepage.shtml 


CACGrading Top 25 LSHD Varieties 


Date Variety 
1841-0 Baseball Die Crack Rev 
1842 Double Die Rev 
1845-0 Triple Date 
1845-0 Dramatically Doubled Date 
1849 DDD Dramatically Doubled Date 
1861-0 USA issue 
1861-0 Bisected Date 
1861-0 Bisected Date/Speared Bud 
1861-0 Speared Bud 
1865 DD Double Date 
1873 Quad Stripe 
1874 Large over small arrows 


1874-CC Railroad Track Rev 


1874-S Mintmark Pos 
1875-CC Large die chip in obv shield 


1875-S Micro S 


CACGrading Top 25 LSHD Varieties (Continued) 


Date WB# Variety 


Large over small date 
Type I/II 

Type Il 

Type Il -see date pos 
Type Il -see date pos 
Type | rev (Proof only) 


1877 102 Type I/II 


1877-S 25 Type I/II rev 


1877-S 38 Trans rev with 1878-S 


In December of 2023 CACGrading asked the LSCC if we could put together a list of the 
top 25 die varieties for all Liberty Seated denominations. Len Augsburger requested I head up 
the half dollars. I was honored to be asked and readily agreed. I put together a list and forward 
it to Bill Bugert for his comments. 


CACGrading had one requirement. They wanted varieties that were easy to identify. I 
added one more requirement, since CACGrading was already doing Redbook varieties I wanted 
to stay away from those listed in the Redbook. I made one exception; the 1849 Dramatically 
Doubled Date. It was only relisted in the Redbook last year after many years absence and I 
wanted to ensure its continued listing anywhere I could. So here is the list, you the SHS mem- 
bers and friends get the first look. All these varieties can be found on the LSCC website under 
Bill Bugert’s books. http://isccweb.org/BillBugertBooks.php 


This info is very new, before submitting contact CACGrading to be sure they are using it. 


Featured Variety 


1846 over horizontal 6 
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Photo curtesy of Heritage Auctions 
With our second installment of “popular, pricy, and overrated” varieties we come 
to the 1846 6 over horizontal 6. Another very popular eyeball variety in the half dollar 
series. This variety is designated WB-7, Obverse 6 Reverse E, Rarity rating of 3 (est 201 
-500 examples). The overrated part comes from its Rarity rating of 3, which is not ex- 
actly rare. 

It is however a uniquely blundered date with the under-date 6 on its side 
(laying horizontally) beneath the primary 6. Its popularity with collectors rivals the 
1844-0 Dramatically Doubled Date. 

PCGS prices bear that out with VF-30 at $2,150, XF-45 $2,750, AU-55 
$3,500, and MS-63 $10,000. PCGS has graded a total of 99 in all grades with the highest 
graded MS-64 and a total of 10 in Mint State . I selected the most commonly graded for 
the above prices, VF-30 has 12, XF-45 14, AU-55 11, and MS-63 6. All other grades are 
in single digits. 

I was somewhat surprised to find just 7 sold on Heritage auctions in the last 
two years. It seemed to me that almost every auction had at least one example in it. 
However, looking further back I found my assumptions born out. In 2019 seven sold, 
2014 thru 2016 six sold in each year, and in 2013 eight sold. I did not look to see if any 
were resales. The point is they are often available. 

For the advanced collector there are several die states to be searched for. 
Early, mid, late, and very late die states. For further details on this interesting die varie- 
ty consult Bill Bugert’s “A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume V, The 
Philadelphia Mint, 1839 to 1852.” 
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Ci SHS Newsletter - May 2024 


Special Announcement 


Interesting HD Discovery coming in the 
Next Issue of The Gobrecht Journal 


An interesting discovery from John Dannreuther and Craig Sholley will be featured in 
the July issue of the Gobrecht Journal. This discovery emanates from their work on Liberty 
Seated Half Dollar Proofs. They have graciously agreed to allow a re-printing of their ground 
breaking discovery in this publication. This discovery bleeds over to business strike varieties. So 
even if you don’t collect Proofs you will want to be on the look out for this amazing article in 
the next issue of the Gobrecht Journal. 


Feature Article 
1846-0 Tall Date, Die Varieties 


imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


1846-0 Tall Date NGC-63 (Courtesy of Heritage) 


The 1846-0 Tall Date Liberty Seated Half Dollar has long been one of the sought 
after die varieties of the series. Because it is an “eyeball” variety (you can see it with the 
naked eye) it is popular and therefore pricy. There are a surprising six die varieties for 
the 1846-0 Tall Date with four having a Rarity rating of 4, one Rarity 5, and one Rarity 6. 
Two obverse dies were used to make all six die varieties, obverses 8 and 9. Obverse 8 
was used for WB-22 and 23, obverse 9 was used for WB-24 thru 27. 


Tine on Obverse 8 
Date placement for obverse 8 is slightly higher and to the right when compared to 
obverse 9. Mintmark placement is so close on all these reverse dies as to make 
mintmark placement difficult without a microscope. Bill Bugert suggests you use the 
tine on obverse 8 for die identification. 


(Continue next page) 
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1846-0 Tall Date (Cont) 

It is the reverse dies that were changed out with each die variety. The date and 
mintmark placements are very close on each die variety making die variety recognition 
difficult. We must rely on die cracks for die identification. 

Turning our attention to PCGS/NGC/ANACS population reports we see some sur- 
prising facts. PCGS has only certified 110, 1846-0 Tall Date LSHD, NGC just 33, and 
ANACS 54, for a total of 197 at the three grading services. These totals are surprising 
low because of the number of die varieties (6) and their respective rarity ratings. Using 
Bill Bugert’s rarity ratings for all six die varieties a very conservative total survivor pop- 
ulation would be placed at 350-400. This brings us to about half (or less) of the total 
1846-0 Tall Date die varieties in holders. 

The mint-state population is even more surprising with a total of just seven 
graded in mint-state at PCGS (4) and NGC (3). The highest graded is an NGC-63. The AU 
grades have a total of just 27 (9 PCGS/15 NGC/3 ANACS) from the three services in all 
AU grades. For the three grading services there are 42 in the XF grades and 50 in the VF 
grades. 

Pricing moves up quickly above the XF grades. In VF-20 the PCGS price guide is 
$1,000. In XF-40 it is $2,250, AU-50 is $2,750, AU-55 $3,500, AU-58 an eye popping 
$7,500. The mint-state prices are $15,000 for MS-61 and $22,500 for MS-62. 


Depending on your budget and grade aspirations the sweet spots would seem to 
be below VF for the budget collector, the VF grades for the next tier, XF for better budg- 
ets, and AU-55 ($3,500) the last stop before prices really get heady. 

I freely admit, in building my collection this is a variety I have underestimated. | 
have long been astounded at the prices for the 1846-0 Tall Date. However, in research- 
ing this article it seems they are at least to some degree justified; especially at the high- 
est levels. The mint-state population totals would rival any of the rarest Liberty Seated 


mint-state totals. . os 
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WB-22 reverse P 


(continued nest page) 


1846-O Tall Date (Cont) 


WB-22 R-4 Obv 8 Rev P. Die crack from denticles to U(nited) is heavy. The die 
crack(s) then continue thru United States of (America). 3" and final use of this die. 
Photo on previous page. 


WB-23 reverse Q 
WB-23 R-4 Obv 8 Rev O. Die crack thru bottom of United States. Late die state 
die crack thru eagles beak. Only use of this die. 
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WB-24 reverse R 
WB-24 R-5 Obv 9 Rev R. Die crack from denticles to D(ol). Late die state Die 
cracks around olive leaves. Only use of this reverse die. 


WB-25 R-6 Obv 9 Rev K. Die crack thru Half. Die es, 
crack thru Do(L), And a die crack thru Unite(d). 3" and final 
use of this die. 


(Continued Next Page) WB-25 reverse K 


WB-26 reverse S 


WB-26 R-4 Obv 9 Rev S. Die crack from denticle to H(alf). Faint die crack be- 
tween (Unite) D S(tates) along with some rust spots. Only use of this reverse die. 


WB-27 reverse T 
WB-27 R-4 Obv 9 Rev T. Early die state no die cracks. Late die state die crack at 
top of letters (S)TAT(s). From denticles to (Hal)F. Only use of this die in 1846 


It is not my intention to reproduce Bill Bugert’s superb detailed work here, but to 
offer a simplified way to tell these die varieties apart on the bourse floor with the most 
obvious differences noted. Please refer to Bill’s “A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar 
Varieties, Volume III, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1840-0 to 1853-0 NA” for greater detail 
on all these die varieties. My thanks to Bill Bugert for his excellent photos and assis- 
tance in preparing this article. 


All photos unless otherwise stated are from Heritage coin auctions 
All close-up photos for the 1846-0 Tall Date, and 1846 6 over horizontal 6 reverse 
courtesy of Bill Bugert 


(100 points needed for membership in the Seated Half Society, see our webpage for details) 


http://Isccweb.org/SHS-homepage.shtml 


Request for Content 


Any publication is only as good as the content it receives from its members. Articles, stories and photos 
ate always welcome and encouraged! Please submit to the SHS Editor, Dennis Fortier at: ricajun@msn.com 


Again, if you believe you qualify for membership, please contact Verne Pitman or myself to schedule an 
audit of your collection. All who qualify are welcome! We hope you will join our association and become a 
founding member of the Seated Half Society. 


Dennis Fortier Verne Pitman 
SHS President Vice-President 


ticajun@msn.com ywpitman@gmail.com 


